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Pege 2 The Western Railroader 
Over the Editor’s Train Sheet 


BLL, YOUR EDITOR was only ten miles off when he 
WV said he would be fifty miles from the nearest rail- 
road. Our subscripber in Sebastopol, Mr. Wm. C. Carr, was 
kind enough to send in the information that resulted in 
the article on page 10. Lots of thanks to Mr. Carr, and 
how about some of the other members of the crew drop- 
ping a line. 

Mr. W. C. Whittaker has written again and editorial- 
izes in the following manner on the one-man car ordinance 
of S. F.: 

“All us fans know that a one-man street car is safer 
than a one-man bus—Perhaps there ought to be a law forec- 
ing busses to operate two man busses—it’s just as logical, 
in fact more so, for the bus operator has as many duties 
as the one-man motorman plus the duty of steering a heavy 
vehical thru the hazards of street traffic.” _ 

Your editor is inclined to agree with Mr. Whittaker, 
but wouldn’t it be better to limit the capacity of one-man 
busses and street cars to 25 passengers? 

What are our readers ideas on the subject. 
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Electric Mail Cars 


Vv THE abandonment of the Napa Valley Electric 
northern California has lost its last electric railway 
postoffice (trailer number 56 of the S. F. & N. V.), but 
the other electric lines will continue to transport mail. The 
Southern Pacific Electric lines in the East Bay, for exam- 
ple, have and will continue to transport the bulk of the 
mail between San Francisco and Oakland and Berkeley. 
For that purpose the company maintains two all steel bag- 
gage motors as well as several all steel combination motors. 

Another local line that handles a good deal of mail 
is the electric line of the Northwestern Pacific which 
handles the mail from Mill Valley, Manor, San Anselmo 
and San Rafael to San Francisco. For the service the com- 
pany operates two wooden baggage motors and two wood- 
en combination cars. 

The Sacramento Northern also handles mail in its 
combination motors from points along its line, although the 
Southern Pacific steam trains carry most of the mail in 
the Sacramento Valley. ; 

Long as we’re talking on the subject it would not be 
amiss to mention that the street railway system of the 
East Bay once ran a street railway postoffice on the Oak- 
land- Hayward line that was painted the conventional 
white with gold lettering. The car was an eight wheel af- 
fair with a flush platform and deck roof. 

The United Railroads of San Francisco ran a similar 
car which they later used as a pay car after 1306 when 
they lost the contract due to their being unable to con- 
tinue after the fire. The car was later numbered 0209 by 
the Market Street Railway who painted her green with a 
white front. She is now stored in the 29th Street Barn, and 
will probably soon be scrapped. 
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When Steam Ran on Market Street 
AS TOLD TO F. G. BY T. GIBSON 


EW IF ANY of our readers can remember back to the 
Fk days in old San Francisco when trains pulled by steam 
“dummies” gave service in the residential portions of the 
city. Printed on the oppcsite page is a picture of one of 
the lines that ran on outer Market Street from the junc- 
tion of Market and Valencia, where it connected with the 
cable cars for downtown, out Market and Castro Streets 
to 17th Street. This was one of the first! to go, being re- 
placed by a cable line in 1889. 

Other more well konwn lines were operated by the 
Presidio and Ferries (from Baker and Greenwich Streets 
to Harbor View until 1906) and the Ferries and Cliff House 
(out California Street (from cable) to Golden Gate Park 
via 7th Avenue and out Fulton to 33rd. The latter company 
gave up its line on Fulton about 1895, and its line down 
Seventh about 1898, thcugh it maintained service out Cali- 
fornia until 1505. = 

Another well known line operated from Haight and 
Styant Streets out Lincoln Way to the Beach. This com- 
many had its yards and roundhouse where Kezar Stadium 
is now. They also replaced steam with electric after 1906. 


Did You Know? — 


2??? That V. & T. 23 was used on the S. P. hill line into 
San Francisco before being sold to the Virginia and Truc- 
kee for use on the Carson City- Virginia City line. 

2??? That the N. W. P. once built a four wheel gas car 
number 850 in its own shops for use in short line passen- 
ger service. 

2??? That the Mt. Tamalpais and Muir Woods R.R. had 
three gags cars for local service in Mill Valley that were 
camable of going to the top of the hill on call. 

2??? That the Ventura County Railroad has a gas coach 
number 003 that is used in passenger and freight service. 


RI ARN TEN IEE” Em 




















This cut and the one on front cover were loaned 
> through the courtesy of the Market Street Ry. Co. 
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Who Says Lake County Has No RR? 


OR MORE than thirty years residents of Lake County 
F have been dreaming—looking forward to the day when 
the railroad would reach there. 'But, they had about given 
it up and instead, began to boast of living in a county 
without railways (though we don’t see that it’s anything to 
boast about). 

Then, a steam whistle woke them from their dreams! 
The shr.ll whistle coupled with the puffs and chugs of a 
real train clicking over steel rails proved that Lake County 
had become of age. 

The W. W. Prather Lumber Company, who have been 
operating in Lake County for nearly ten years, had pur- 
chased a Heisler geared logging engine from H. A. Richard- 
son, a former mill operatoy at Steward’s Po‘nt in Sonoma 
County, where the engine had been formerly used in log- 
ging operations. The narrow gauge l.ne on which the en- 
gine draws a train of 15 logging cars is four miles long run- 
ing from the Prather mill on Elk Mountain (about ten 
miles north of Upper Lake, and about 20 miles northeast 
of Lakeport) to the timber stanas. Until the engine was 
brought in by “truck” the line was operated for a short 
t.me by a light gas motor, but on the arrival of the oil 
burning steam “hog” the pike really s.arted to move. 

To those who are used to lying in bed at night and 
hear the freight drags go out this little s.eam pike might 
be nothing, but to a d.strict that has wanted a real rail- 
road so long this pike means “Progress”. 


< Ps Slectvic Freight Motors 





Number Drivers Motors Builder Date 
no. h.p. 
100 31% 4 250 Westinghouse 1912 
Leased to the Petaluma & Santa Rosa 
101, 102 31% 4 250 Westinghouse 1912 


In service out of Albany, Oregon 
Coming: S. P. Passenger Electrics 
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Excursion News 


JULY 16: The R. & L. H. S. ran an excursion over the 
Southern Pacific to the Virginia & Truckee. The trip was 
carried off as planned, and the excursioners agree that it 
was carried off with typical “Riley” thoroughness. High- 
lights of the trip were the distribution of the printed sou- 
venir booklet and the photography of the engines at Car- 
son City where number 18 was steamed up and came out 
of the house under her own power. 


AUGUST 5: The San Francisco Model Railroad Club has 
stepped into the excursion field with a 3-day trip to Los 
Angeles via S. P.’s “Owl” and “Daylight”. The trip features 
a visit to the Los Angeles Union Railroad (model) with 
side trips to S. P., U. P. and P. E. yards by bus. Reserva- 
tion: Ken Adams, phone 8S. F., OVerland 2678. 


AUGUST 13: Due to the fact that the Market Street Rail- 
way has been set ahead a month due to conflicting dates 
(see above) the Northern Caliofrnia R.R. Club’s excursion 
for the month will be a repeat over the Carlotta Traction 
Company. 


AUGUST 21: The C.-N. R. R. H. S. is sponsoring a trip 
over the Southern Pacific’s Placerville Branch to the Dia- 
mond & Caldor; Camino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe, and 
the Michigan California Lumber Company. The train leaves 
S. F. at 7:20, Oakland at 8, and Sacramento at 10 a.m. 
Fare from S. F. will be $2.75, from Oakland $2.50, payable 
on or before August 19th at 915 Broadway, Oakland, or 
1617 Pine Street, San Francisco. Fans are asked to dress 
in costume for the trip which ought not to be missed by 
ANY rail fan. 
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This Western Railroad World 


STEAM 

+ S. P. 2377 threw a rod at (Broadway Station on the 12th 
of this month while pulling train 138. The engineer and 
firemen were only shaken and bruised, but train service 
was delayed for 50 minutes. 

+ S. P. 3409 has had her cylinders rebored to 22% by 28, 
thereby increasing her tractive force to 42,280. The shop 
job was doné at El Paso in June, 1938. 

+ Verdi Lumber Company shay number 11, which has 
been stored in the Carson City roundhouse of the V. & T. 
for a long time, has been sold to the Clover Valley Lum- 
ber Co. at Loyalton. The C. V. L. Co. was also looking 
over V. & T. 20 with an “eye to the future”. 

+ S. P. 3101, 3102, 3104, 3106 and 3108 are the correct 
numbers of the engines leased to the N. W. P. 


STREAMLINE 


+ The C. B. & Q. is ordering two 14-car streamlined trains 
for service between Chicago and San Francisco via C. B. 
& Q., D. & R. G. W. and W. P. Service is expected to start 
by the time the Golden Gate Exposition opens. More later. 


ELECTRIC 


+ The East Bay Transit has announced that the number 
7 Foothill Blvd.-East Twelfth Street rail line will be motor- 
ized (busses) on the 31st of this month. The number 14 
West Twelfth Street and East Eighteenth Street line will 
run to the S. P. Sixteenth Street Station over the route 


rc 


formerly taken by the number 7 line. 





Why does lighting never strike the front end of an 
electric train? 
Because the motorman is not a conductor. 


What is the street car employee’s favorite opera? 
“Carmen”. 








